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BOOKS 
 
All or selections of the following books are required E-Texts (must be purchased for a Kindle-
compatible device), or selections will be digitized for students. 
 
In addition to the books listed below, handouts will be provided on Canvas. 
 
General books to provide brief overviews and global extension of religions: 
 

Nile Green, Global Islam: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2020) 
Linda Woodhead, Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 

2014) 
Damien Keown, Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2013) 
Kim Knott, Hinduism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2016) 
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Charles Farhadian, Christian Worship Worldwide: Expanding Horizons, Deepening Practices 
(Calvin Institute of Christian Liturgical Studies) (Eerdmans, 2007). 
 
Fenggang Yang, Christian Social Action and Rule of Law in Chinese Societies (Studies in 
Christianity in China) (Lehigh University Press, 2021). 
 
David Commins, Islam in Saudi Arabia (Cornell University Press, 2015). 
 
Mary Lou Codman-Wilson and Qin Zhou, Supracultural Gospel: Bridging East and West 
(William Carey Publishing, 2022). 
 
P. De Neui (ed.), Emerging Faith: Lessons from Mission History in Asia (William Carey 
Publishing, 2020). 
 
Miriam Adeney, Refugee Diaspora (William Carey Publishing, 2018). 
 
Geoff Hartt, M. Ortiz, M. Böhm, Ambassadors of Reconciliation (William Carey Publishing, 
2023). 
 
Tenzin Lahkpa, Leaving Buddha: A Tibetan Monk’s Encounter with the Living God (Whitaker 
House, 2019). 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
1. Attendance and Participation (10%). Attendance is mandatory and subject to the policies of 
Westmont College. Failure to appear for any examination will result in an “F” for that 
examination. Attendance involves not only physical presence, but also active participation in 
class, discussions, and fieldtrips. Students will be lead in-class discussions and provide handouts. 
 
Handouts should be formatted as follows: a) write name of article and author on top of page, 
along with name of presenter; b) provide a 1–2-page summary of the article; you may use 
narrative, bullet points, or a combination. Be sure to highlight quotations that are important; c) 
provide 2-3 questions at the bottom of the page for possible class discussion; d) make enough 
copies for our entire class for your day’s discussion. These handouts will serve as a review 
packet for the examinations.  
 
2. One Paper (15%). The paper will be graded on the basis of content, grammar, style, and 
presentation (see Grading Information and Instructions for Paper Formatting sections below). 
Rules regarding plagiarism will be strictly enforced. Papers should be 1500 words in length. 
Please italicize all book titles (except for names of sacred texts) and foreign words. Note: as a 
reminder, backup all your work, especially your papers, as extensions will not be given due to 
computer problems. 
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3. Case study presentation (15%). Students will work in pairs to present a case study to the class 
once toward the end of the semester. The case study will compare and contrast religions and 
cultures in at least two locations in which we have ventured. Further details on this assignment 
will be provided in class.   
 
3. Two Examinations (30%). Each examination counts for 15% toward your course grade. 
 
4. Final Examination (30%). 
 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
The final grade for all assignments, exams, discussions, educational experiences, and attendance 
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69-60%: Unacceptable but passing work. This work usually demonstrates only a rudimentary 
awareness of the issues or problems, but even this is often confused by acute writing difficulties 
or an inattentiveness to the question. This level essay is typically quite short. 
 
59-50%: Unacceptable and unpassable work. 
 
 
INSTRUCTION FOR PAPER FORMATTING 
 
1. In the upper left-hand corner type your name, the date, the course number, and the number of 
words in the paper. Never use a cover sheet. 
2. Two lines down, centered, type the title of your paper; use Times New Roman 12-point font. 
3. Follow MLA formatting. 
4. Set your line spacing to double. 
5. Use one-inch margins on all sides. 
6. Do not use contractions (unless in original quotation). (Don’t.) 
7. Place page numbers in the lower center of all pages, except the first. 
8. Italicize book titles and non-English words (no need to underline) 
9. Write the paper as though the reader knows nothing of the material. You will need to define 
terms. 
10. Email the paper directly to me in either WORD or PAGES format (not PDF).  
 
 
OTHER 
 
1. Westmont College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented 
disabilities. Students who have been diagnosed with a disability are strongly encouraged to 
contact the Office of Disability Services as early as possible to discuss appropriate 
accommodations for this course. Formal accommodations will only be granted for students 
whose disabilities have been verified by the Office of Disability Services. These 
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3. Role will be taken at the beginning of each class period. Failure to appear for an examination 
will result in an “F” for that examination.  
 
4. Lectures may not be recorded, unless with the permission of the professor. 
 
5. Please check Canvas for handouts.  
 
6. Please do not use computers or cell phones in class. If you need to use your cell phone, please 
leave the classroom or wait until break. Be fully human. 
 
7. Please contact the professor if you have any questions or concerns: farhadian@westmont.edu. 
 
8. Be happy in class. (Countless people around the world would give up everything to be sitting 
in your seat to learn. You will see many of these eager students in our travels.)  
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Reading Schedule 
 
Week *  
     +,-./ Religion in China: Survival and Revival Under Communist Rule: 

“Regulating Religion under Communism”; “The Red, Black, and Gray 
Markets of Religion”; “The Shortage Economy of Religion under 
Communism” 
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Course, “Special Course: Jesus and Contemporary Religions” 
Week **  
    I@</eA Jerusalem University College curriculum:  

JUC extension to Jordan 
Week *0  
     C<eeDe The Orthodox Church


