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Introduction:  This course will examine the United States Congress, including the 
creation and evolution of the legislative branch, elections, the role of committees and 
political parties, the relationship between Congress and other branches of government, 
the influence of interest groups, and policy-making.  The central feature of the course is 
SIMGOV, a simulation of the U.S. House of Representatives.  SIMGOV will teach you 
how Congress works by allowing you to act as a miniature legislature.  As in the real 
world, the participants will seek goals related to their positions.  To do well in SIMGOV, 
participants must formulate policy proposals, actively participate in committee and floor 
debates, and take steps to ensure their reelection.   
 
Required Texts: 
 

• Davidson, Roger H. et al., Congress and Its Members, 18th ed.  Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications Inc. ISBN: 9781071836835 

• I-Clickers Online 
 
General Education: This course fulfills the general education requirement under Writing 
or Speech-Intensive: 
 

Such writing-intensive or speech-intensive courses encourage students to develop 
their abilities to articulate information, ideas, and convictions both in written and 
oral discourse.  Students are expected to be able to communicate effectively to a 
wide range of audiences, within the academy, the church, and the public.  The 
Writer’s Corner enables students at all levels to discuss writing strategies 
individually with peer consultants.  (Source: 
http://www.westmont.edu/_offices/registrar/documents/Catalog.pdf). 

 
Learning Outcomes:  U.S. Congress, students will… 
 

• 6  
 
Requirements:  Grades are based on the following: 
 

1. SIMGOV.  

tknecht
I have a SIMGOV manual and a ton of resources for students.  This syllabus only scratches the surface.  



a. Writing Four Bills, Editorials, and Press Releases.  Students will write 
four bills and corresponding press releases and editorials on topics of their 
choosing.  While the bills are technical in nature, press releases and 
editorials are written for a general audience.  The length of the bills will 

tknecht
There is a lot of different types of writing in this class.  Students will learn how to write technical documents (bills), persuasive essays (editorials), and design websites.  I will give the students a lot training and examples of effective writing.  I will also let them rewrite their first bill/editorial/press release after providing feedback.   

tknecht
Part of this requirement is closer to a typical research paper, the other part resembles an actual bill.  

tknecht
I will have students create a webpage that mirrors those by actual members of Congress.  I’m excited about this assignment for several reasons.  First, students might do this type of writing in the future.  Second, it is creative.  Third, it is accessible to other students.  

tknecht
This course is as speech-intensive as it is writing-intensive.  In fact, most of this course is student-run.  I teach students about the art of political rhetoric and public speech.  I then grade them on their ability to present in public.  





http://www.westmont.edu/_offices/disability 
 
Westmont’s expectation regarding honor and respect in the classroom.  
Westmont’s Community Life Statement calls us to treat each other according to two 
commands from Jesus: "Love one another as I have loved you," and "Love your 
neighbor as yourself." Further, our Diversity Matters document indicates that as we 
abide by these commandments, we learn to honor and respect one another.  In this 
class, we will embody these commitments as we interact with one another and with 
the class material.  If you experience or witness something that does not honor these 
commitments, please talk with me as soon as possible.  Please review the following 
webpage https://my.westmont.edu/s/classroom-honor-respect.  You may also find it 
helpful to access the College's policy on Bias, Harassment, and Discrimination. 
 

 
Canvas: Several assignments and resources are posted on the Canvas 
 
Schedule:   This schedule is subject to change with prior notification.  
  



SIMGOV: Mock Committee; 


