


 

controversies associated with particular sites. Reflective essays allow for deep thought on the 

use of foundational theories to analyze the intersections of course themes with site visits and the 

experiences of daily life. 

 

Certification Criterion 3: Students will be able to make personal and social application of 

various theories—informed by a biblical perspective. 

Course readings, guest lectures, site visits, and class discussions give space for students’ 

development of the skills to put theory into practice while drawing on biblical principles. This 

criterion will be assessed through the site guide exercise and reflective essays, both of which ask 

students to engage with contemporary issues in European societies on a personal level as they 

choose topics, key concerns, and relevant theories. The essays in particular offer the opportunity 

for students to make their own biblically-informed applications of theories through their 

reflection on their personal experiences in the locations of the program.  

 

Student Learning Outcome: Students will apply appropriate foundational theories to analyze 

social, political, economic, and/or cultural phenomena. 

The Understanding Society SLO is incorporated into the second course learning outcome: 

Students will use foundational social scientific theories to analyze and explain their own social 

and cultural observations of daily life, public spaces, memorials, political policies, economics, 

and the interactions between individuals, social groups, and institutions. 

 

Sample course plan: London 

 

Topic 1) Brexit 

Readings:  

● David Jeffery, “United Kingdom: The United Kingdom and Its Disunited People” (pp. 14-21 
in Erik Jones and Masha Hedberg, eds., Europe Today, 6th ed., Rowman and Littlefield, 
2023), introduces Brexit as part of the social and political dynamics of contemporary Britain  

● Will Jennings and Gerry Stoker, “The Divergent Dynamics of Cities and Towns: 
Geographical Polarisation and Brexit” (The Political Quarterly 90.S2 [2019], pp. 155-166), 
digs more deeply into the different perspectives on Brexit across Britain  

  → These readings relate to criterion 1: Students will be exposed to foundational theories of economics, 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/brexit/


 

  → The tours relate to criterion 2: Students will apply the foundational theories central to their 
developing understanding of Brexit to analyze their observations of Britian’s polit



 

  → The writing assignment fits within criterion 2 by asking students to apply foundational theories of 



 

Reflective Essay: London 

Students will be asked to reflect on their experience in London in a reflective essay. This essay 


