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The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict has been one of the thorniest Conflicts of the last century. This
Conflict draws in and impacts the Arab world, the Muslim world, the Christian world, the
Developing world, Europe and North America. This course focuses primarily on the lived
experiences and perspectives of the main actors and sufferers in the Conflict, the Israelis and the
Palestinians. We will work hard to see the world and the issues at stake in the Conflict from
their points of view. We will also study how the course of the Conflict has been shaped by
outside actors and international power politics including European imperialism, anti-imperialist
national movements, the Cold War, jihadi networks, evangelical Christian Zionism and the Holy
Land tourism industry, the development “industry,” and branches of the UN addressing refugees
and human rights. The use of films in the course is one way we can hear Israelis and Palestinians
tell their own story. In addition, analyzing film can make us more cognizant of the international
flows of capital and concern that impact the conflict. For example, when European NGO
backers and Palestinian and Israeli actors make films designed primarily for North American
viewers. In many cases North American Protestant Christians are the target audience of such a
film because of the disproportionate influence they have on the Conflict. Consequently, students
will reflect on the impact their own actions and attitudes have on the lives of Israelis and
Palestinians.
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Movie: Omar
wSI-Rly3Y Israel and the Palestinians: Chronology of a Two-State Solution, Congressional
Research Service 2019
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