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I. Response to Previous Year Recommendations by PRC: 



b) the department will revise the prompt for future assessment activities to include an 
opportunity to demonstrate self-awareness. 

Collaboration and Communication: These have been productive and helpful conversations. We don’t treat any of our PLOs as the 
responsibility of just one person; they are responsibilities equally shared among us.  After the assessment of the essays, we discussed the 
prompt/materials, the process, and the results.  Here are the highlights of our conversation (also see Appendix A).   
 

• We were generally impressed by the quality of the writing, with the interpretation, and the application.  We were gratified to see that 
students are learning. The slightly lower scores on self-awareness may be more a reflection of the prompt, which required students to 
discuss a book through a biblical-ethical lens, not to apply the ideas personally. We noted that future assessment efforts in this area might 
include a prompt that required more personal application. Even so, self-assessment was implied in their appreciation for the author’s 
choices. 



research project toward the end of their junior year.  Honors research projects will 
count for this requirement.  
 
An attempt will be made to keep enrollments for the seminar at 12, and enrollments for 
research (which will be labor intensive) less than 12.   
 
Regardless of which capstone experience students choose, we have discussed some 
elements common to all three. 
 

• We’d like students to be able to articulate what it has meant to study communication as 
a liberal art (both the discipline itself and in the context of a liberal arts college). 

• We’d like students to be able to articulate how being a communication studies major 
has equipped them for meaningful personal, professional, and public lives, 
characterized by commitments to lifelong learning and faithfulness. 

• 





!""#$%&'(!)(Program Learning Outcome 
Students Apply Ethical and Biblical Principles and Practices 

 
Based on an examination of essays drawn from students enrolled in the senior seminar course in Spring 2020, outcomes were measured 
according to three criteria:  1) How well students were able to articulate biblical and ethical perspectives and principles; 2) how well students 
were able to apply biblical and ethical perspectives; and 3) how well students were able to demonstrate a biblical and ethical self-awareness in 
communication choices. In all, we evaluated 11 essays. 
 
Results:  We met our benc
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From	Greg	Spencer’s	Senior	Seminar	Writing	Assignment	(Spring	2020,	adapted	for	assessing	Biblical/Ethical	Perspectives)	
	
Write	about	Etty	Hillesum’s	An	Interrupted	Life	
	
Your	task	is	to	characterize	her	rhetoric	and	to	respond	to	it.		
	

1. What	are	Etty’s	key	arguments	about	how	to	live?		
2. How	do	these	statements	connect	to	what	you	know	about	biblical/ethical	communication?		

	
As	you	analyze	Etty’s	discourse,	refer	to	
biblical/ethical	issues/principles/scriptures	that	
have	been	taught	in	various	communication	courses.	
You	may	also	cite	other	biblical/ethical	
issues/principles/scriptures	that	you	remember	from	
various	courses.	(The	department	wants	to	know	
what	has	impacted	you	in	these	areas.)	Have	#1	
(above)	drive	the	structure	of	the	paper.	Use	#2	as	
you	explain/support/respond	to	key	arguments	in	
the	book.	

(
 
	
 


