
Tutoring vs. Proofreading  
or 

What does it mean that tutors don’t proofread? 
 
 
A proofreader takes a client’s written work and then works independently to correct every error. 
It’s a solo process. The writer and the proofreader could both work without ever actually meeting. 
 
A tutor starts by giving the client the opportunity to set the agenda for how his or her 
writing will improve. Tutoring begins as a conversation, a social activity. The tutor 
works with the writer to help the writer understand how to clarify and polish his or her 
own writing.  
 

The Proofreading Process 
 

• Finds every error 
• Corrects every error 
• Uses editing marks that might seem mysterious to the non-


