
PLO	  #2:	  Research	  and	  Methods	  Competence	  
	  
To	  assess	  this	  PLO,	  we	  developed	  a	  scoring	  rubric	  on	  research	  methods	  to	  evaluate	  the	  SOC	  195	  
Senior	  Seminar	  Research	  Paper.	  This	  research	  paper	  is	  the	  capstone	  project	  for	  graduating	  seniors.	  
Each	  paper	  was	  to	  be	  scored	  on	  a	  scale	  from	  Excellent	  (score=4)	  to	  Poor	  (score=1)	  in	  five	  areas:	  
method	  choice,	  data	  collection	  instrument,	  sampling	  technique,	  ethical	  consideration	  and	  data	  
collection	  process.	  Ten	  papers	  were	  purposively	  sampled	  from	  the	  18	  paper	  submissions	  to	  reflect	  
the	  work	  of	  3	  under-‐achieving,	  4	  mid-‐level	  achieving,	  and	  3	  high-‐achieving	  students.	  Each	  faculty	  
member	  reviewed	  four	  papers	  so	  that	  each	  paper	  had	  two	  evaluators.	  
	  
1)	  What	  we	  learned	  
	  



has	  revealed	  the	  necessity	  of	  beginning	  discussions	  about	  these	  three	  key	  areas:	  SOC106/107,	  
research	  expectations	  in	  upper-‐division	  courses,	  and	  SOC/AN195.	  	  

• The	  possibility	  of	  more	  rigorously	  scaffolding	  the	  research	  methods	  classes	  in	  relationship	  
with	  the	  senior	  seminar	  class	  will	  be	  discussed	  in	  the	  upcoming	  year.	  	  

• Also,	  the	  content	  and	  structure	  of	  SOC/AN195	  will	  be	  re-‐evaluated	  after	  gathering	  some	  
data	  on	  how	  other	  departments	  or	  peer	  institutions	  structure	  their	  senior	  capstone	  
experiences.	  	  


