
FACULTY	
  AND	
  STAFF	
  ARE	
  MANDATED	
  REPORTERS	
  	
  	
  
OF	
  SUSPECTED	
  ABUSE	
  AND	
  NEGLECT	
  OF	
  CHILDREN	
  

	
  
By	
  law	
  and	
  college	
  policy,	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  are	
  “mandated	
  reporters”	
  of	
  suspected	
  child	
  abuse	
  and	
  
neglect.	
  

The	
  state	
  legislature	
  recently	
  expanded	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  "mandated	
  reporters"	
  of	
  
suspected	
  child	
  abuse	
  and	
  neglect.	
  	
  Mandated	
  reporters	
  (as	
  of	
  January	
  1,	
  2013)	
  now	
  include	
  
not	
  only	
  teachers	
  but	
  also	
  all	
  employees	
  whose	
  duties	
  bring	
  them	
  into	
  contact	
  with	
  individuals	
  
under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  18.	
  

	
  
We	
  come	
  in	
  contact	
  with	
  students	
  and	
  guests	
  who	
  are	
  under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  18.	
  

While	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  Westmont	
  students	
  are	
  18	
  years	
  of	
  age	
  or	
  older,	
  the	
  college	
  typically	
  
enrolls	
  approximately	
  80	
  students	
  each	
  year	
  who	
  are	
  under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  18.	
  	
  So	
  in	
  keeping	
  with	
  
the	
  intent	
  and	
  spirit	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  legislation,	
  all	
  Westmont	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  are	
  deemed	
  to	
  be	
  
mandated	
  reporters	
  of	
  alleged	
  or	
  suspected	
  abuse	
  and/or	
  neglect	
  of	
  minors	
  occurring	
  
on	
  campus,	
  in	
  college	
  programs,	
  or	
  at	
  college	
  events.	
  	
  	
  

	
  


