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HOLLY BEERS 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
Westmont College, 955 La Paz Rd, Santa Barbara, CA 

hbeers@westmont.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
London School of Theology, Northwood, U.K.  

Ph.D. in New Testament, 2012 
Dissertation Title: “The Followers of Jesus as the ‘Servant’: Luke’s Isaianic Model for  

the Disciples in Luke-Acts” 
Advisor: Thorsten Moritz 

Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN 
Master of Arts in Theological Studies, 2005 
Concentration: Biblical Studies 
Honors: !"##$%&"#%'$"()  

Assemblies of God Theological Seminary, Springfield, MO 
Enrolled Summer 2003  

North Central University, Minneapolis, MN 
Bachelor of Arts, 2002 
Major: Youth Ministries 
Supporting Program: Cross Cultural Ministries 
Honors: *$+)(,-./0,$1 (selected by faculty vote from several 4.0 students) 

St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN 
Enrolled 1997-1998 

 
PROFESSIONAL TEACHING & ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA 

Associate Professor of Religious Studies, 2019-  
 Tenured 2023 
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, 2012-2019 
Courses Taught: 

Book of Acts 
Church in the New Testament 
Colossians and Philemon 
Elementary Greek I and II, Intermediate Greek I and II, Advanced Greek Tutorial 
Faith Seeking Understanding (Augustinian Scholars) 
“Footsteps of Paul” Mayterm in Turkey, Greece, and Italy 
Introduction to New Testament 

  Jesus in the Gospels 
  Luke-Acts 

Major Honors  
The Old Testament in the New Testament 
Paul and His Legacy 
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Pilgrim Citizens (Augustinian Scholars) 
Philosophical Hermeneutics 

  Senior Seminar: Scripture (co-taught) 
Campus Chaplain and Assessment Specialist, Westmont Downtown, 2016-2018 
Catalyst Honors Program Director, 2014-2016 
Areas of Expertise and Research Interest: 1 Corinthians, 1 Timothy, Colossians, Demons  

and Magic in the Greco-Roman World, Luke-Acts, Literary Criticism, New 
Testament Ecclesiology, Old Testament in the New Testament, Philemon, 
Philosophical Hermeneutics, Pneumatic and/or Pentecostal Hermeneutics, Second 
Temple Judaism 

Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN 
Faculty Associate, 2005-2012 
Courses Taught:  

Acts and Pauline Letters  
Elementary Greek I and II, Intermediate Greek 
Gospels  
Hermeneutics   
Preaching Practicum (co-taught with the Director of Preaching) 

Academic Experience: Extensive Use of Digital Classroom Software (Developed for  
Bethel’s Hybrid InMinistry Program) 

Research Fellow, 2005-2007



	 3	

“Who Carries the Mission Forward? The Unnamed and Overlooked Characters in Acts.” <8)%%
!=,0,.%!$:6?%@16=,0$.,/1%$1(%@1.)0=0).$.,/1%,1%@60$)+,.)A%B)C,68A%$1(%D$0+:%&80,6.,$1%
<)E.6F Edited by John R. Levison, Ronald Herms, and Archie T. Wright. De Gruyter, 
2021.  

“The Servant(s) in Luke-Acts.” @6$,$8G6%!)0H$1.6%,1%D$0+:%B"($,6#%$1(%&80,6.,$1,.:?%<8)%%
@6$,$1%!)0H$1.%$1(%.8)%DE)>).,-$+%I/0#$.,/1%/4%&/##"1,.:%@()1.,.:F Edited by Michael 
A. Lyons and Jacob Stromberg. WUNT 2, 554. Mohr Siebeck, 2021.  

“Filling Up What is Lacking in Christ's Afflictions: Isaiah's Servant and Servants in Second  
Temple Judaism and Colossians 1:24.” J8/%&0)$.)(%&80,6.,$1,.:K%I0)68%5==0/$-8)6%./%
<8)%L)+$.,/168,=%2).C))1%7$"+%51(%B)6"6F Edited by Craig A. Evans and Aaron W. 
White. Hendrickson, 2020. 

“Women in the Early Church.” 2,M+,-$+%50-8$)/+/>:%L)H,)C%46:3%(2020).  
5%J))3%,1%.8)%',4)%/4%$%N0)-/OL/#$1%J/#$1. IVP Academic, 
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70/#,6)(%70/>0$#A%L)$+,Q)(%4/0%5++%R$.,/16A%by Darrell L. Bock;%70/=8).,-%B)6"6A%
70/=8).,-%&8"0-8?%<8)%&8$++)1>)%/4%'"3)O5-.6%./%&/1.)#=/0$0:%&80,6.,$16, by Luke 
Timothy Johnson; and%J/0+(%Y=6,()%9/C1?%L)$(,1>%5-.6%,1%.8)%N0$)-/OL/#$1%5>), by 
C. Kavin Rowe. In &80,6.,$1%L)4+)-.,/1. Institute for Faith and Learning, 2015.%

I"1($#)1.$+6%/4%R)C%<)6.$#)1. Greek (textbook and workbook), by Stanley E. Porter, Jeffrey  
T. Reed and Matthew Brook O’Donnell. L)+,>,/"6%!."(,)6%L)H,)C 37:3 (2011).  

5-.6?%5%;$1(M//3%/1%.8)%N0))3%<)E., by Mikeal C. Parsons & Martin M. Culy. L)+,>,/"6%!."(,)6%%
L)H,)C 31 (2005).%

I$,.8%&"0)?%9,H,1)%;)$+,1>%,1%.8)%;/+,1)66%$1(%7)1.)-/6.$+%P/H)#)1.6, by Nancy Hardesty.  
71)"#$ 26 (2004). 

 
ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS & PHD EXAMINATIONS 
 
Presenter, “Filling up the Sufferings of Christ: Preaching Colossians 1:24 With and Among  
 Diverse Voices,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2023 
Invited Panelist, Christian Theology and the Bible Program Unit, “A Biblical Studies Scholar  
 Listens and Responds to a Systematic Theologian: A Review of ‘;)$0,1>%$1(%9/,1>?%
% <8)%!=))-8)6%,1%5-.6%$1(%.8)%D66)1-)%/4%&80,6.,$1,.:’” by Christopher R. J. Holmes, 
 Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2023 
Presenter, “Reading Colossians 1:24 with Minoritized Voices,” Society for Pentecostal Studies  

Annual Meeting, March 2023  
Presenter, “Poststructuralist Literary Criticism and Minor Characters in the Book of Acts,”  

Society for Pentecostal Studies Annual Meeting, March 2022 
External Examiner, PhD Thesis Defense, University of Otago, Spring 2022  
Invited Panelist, Book of Acts Program Unit, “‘Cumulative Characterization and the Possibility 
 of a Major Character in Acts,’ a Conversation with Michal Beth Dinkler,” Society of  
 Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2021 
Presenter, “The Role of Isaiah in Reframing the Insider-Outsider Boundary in Acts 13,” Society  

for Pentecostal Studies unit at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 
November 2021  

Invited Respondent, Review Session of my book 5%J))3%,1%.8)%',4)%/4%$%N0)-/OL/#$1%J/#$1  
(IVP Academic, 2019), Society for Pentecostal Studies Annual Meeting, March 2021  

External Examiner, PhD Thesis Defense, Wheaton College Graduate School, April 2019 
Presenter, 



	 5	

Presenter, “The Followers of Jesus as the Servant: Luke's Isaianic Model for the Disciples in  
Acts,” Society of Biblical Literature Upper Midwest Regional Meeting, March 2012 

Invited Panelist, SBL/AAR Graduate Student Seminar, Society of Biblical Literature Upper  
Midwest Regional Meeting, March 2012 

 
DIGITAL ACADEMIC INTERVIEWS & TEACHING
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Evangelical Theological Society  
 Luke-Acts Steering Committee, 2022- 
 Hermeneutics Steering Committee, 2010-2020 
Institute for Biblical Research 

Special Committee Member, 2023 
Board Member, 2017-2021
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 Map Track “Clarify Westmont’s Evangelical Christian Commitments,” 2024- 
Co-Leader (with Steve Contakes), Orientation Academic Breakout Session, “’Next Level’  
 Academic Opportunities,” August 2024 
Author, “Practicing Patience,” Devotional for College Advancement, July 2024 
Teacher, Trailhead Program, June 2024 
Session Chair, Martin Institute for Christianity and Culture Christian Formation Workshop, "The  
 Expectation of Christian Maturity," May 2024  
Faculty Participant, President's Golden Warrior Luncheon with Trustees, May 2024 
Faculty Mentor for New Faculty Member, 2023-2024 
Mentor to Two Female Students, One Meeting p
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Teacher, Trailhead Program, June 2022 
Member, Faculty Council, 2019-2022  
Participant, Information Literacy ILO Assessment Team, 2021-22 
Advisor, Toga Club, 2021-2022 
Prayer Team Participant, Chapel, Healing Service, April 2022 
Participant, Spring Sing (“Women in Long Shorts” side 
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Theological Foundations for Diversity and Global Engagement,” August 2019 
Panelist, New Faculty Orientation, "What I Wish I'd Known When I Started—Comments from  

the Field," August 2019 
Teacher, Trailhead Program, June 2019 
Member, Economics and Business Faculty Search Committee, Spring 2019 
Participant, Listening Project on Race and Diversity in Student Life, April 2019 
Participant, Spring Sing (Armington skit and faculty side act), March 2019  
Speaker, Chapel, “The Randos and the No-Names (Book of Acts),” March 2019 
Panelist, Successful Scholar Seminar, March 2019  
Anointer, Chapel Ash Wednesday Service, March 2019 
Teacher, Academic Breakout Session, Augustinian Scholars Weekend, February 2019 
Presenter, “Isaiah” Course Taught by Dr. Sandra Richter, November 2018 
Author, “Presence with Others” Soul Station, Focus Week Retreat for Campus Pastor’s Office,  

October 2018 
Opening Prayer Leader, Faculty Retreat, August 2018  
Speaker, Baccalaureate (at the invitation of the graduating class), May 2018 
Leader of Faculty Litany, Baccalaureate, May 2018 
Panelist, Parents’ Weekend, “Reflections on Life’s Setbacks and Sufferings,” March 2018 
Affiliate Member, Campus Pastor Search Committee (participated in on-campus interviews),  

March 2018 
Participant, Spring Sing, March 2018 
Speaker, Chapel, “The Holy Spirit and (Our Own?) Power,” February 2018 
Panelist, Campus Life, “Nutrition, the Environment, and Faith,” January 2018 
Panelist, Chapel, “The Bible and Suffering,” January 2018 
Teacher, Academic Breakout Session, Augustinian Scholars Weekend, January 2018 
Organizer, Religious Studies Departmental Chapel, November 2017 
Leader, Chapel, “Prayer of Examen,” October 2017 
Host, Orientation Small Group Dessert (at our home), September 2017 
Featured Professor, Office of Career Development and Calling’s “Toolbox Tuesday,” March  

2017 
Speaker, Emmaus Road Preaching and Bible Study Training, March 2017 
Judge, Spring Sing, March 2017 
Teacher, Academic Breakout Session, Augustinian Scholars Weekend, January 2017 
Participant, Urban Initiative’s “Where I Am” campaign, December 2016 
Speaker, Religious Studies Departmental Chapel, “Wha a ’e,/a a Sa Sng Sry 2017
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Speaker, Student Life Leader Retreat Weekend, August 2015 
Speaker, Chapel, “Rivers in the Wasteland (OR: A Subversive Hope),” February 2015 
Presenter, Board of Trustees Meeting, “The New Testament and Sexuality,” January 2015  
Member, Faculty Computer Technology Advisory Committee, 2014-2015 
Speaker, Religious Studies Departmental Chapel, “Acts 20 and Leadership,” November 2014 
Presenter, Brown Bag Lunches and Theology (for Faculty and Staff), “Hosea and Matthew,”  

November 2014 
Participant, Spring Sing, March 2014 
Presenter, Chapel, “Joy of Hymns: This is My Father’s World,” February 2014 
Devotional Leader, Board of Trustees Meeting, “Meditation on Luke 4,” January 2014 
Speaker, Student Life Spring Training Day for Student Leaders, “Gender from a Biblical  

Standpoint,” January 2014 
Member, Gaede Institute for the Liberal Arts Conference Steering Committee, “MOOCing the  

Liberal Arts,” 2013-2014 
Advisor, Midwestern Club, 2013-2014 
Participant, Provost’s Reading Group, 2013-2014 
Devotional Leader, Faculty Forum, “Advent Reflections,” December 2013 
Presenter, Sociology and Anthropology Courses, “Biblical Interpretation and Gender,”  

September 2013 
Participant, Spring Sing, March 2013  
Speaker, Student Life Women’s Empowerment Series, “Women, the Bible, and Equality: My  

Journey to Full Participation in God’s Mission,” February 2013 
Participant, Ash Wednesday Service, February 2013 
 
Bethel Seminary 
 
Participant, Commencement Communion Service, June 2012 
Advisor, 2010-2012 
Supervisor for Student Teaching Assistants, 2008-2012 
Faculty Mentor, 2008-2012 
Participant, Commencement Communion Service, June 2007 
 
CHURCH & COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Oceanhills Covenant Church, Santa Barbara, CA 
 
Substitute Teacher/Helper, OKids Ministry, 2012-present 
Member, Prayer Team, 2017-present 
Small Group Leader, 2024- 
Preacher, “Genuine Followers of Jesus Believe Confidently (1 John 5:13-15; 3:19-24; 1:1-4;  
 5:1),” April 2024 
Speaker, Women’s Advent Brunch, “The Incarnation’s 






