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II B. Key Questions

Key Question Our Key Question #4 is “How can we improve our essay-assessment processes so as to improve inter-grader reliability,
communication with students, and the efficiency and effectiveness of our evaluative efforts?”

Who is in
Charge/Involved?

Though Jim Taylor, as department chair, was in charge of planning the meetings at which we discussed this question,
all three of us (Nelson, Taylor, and Vander Laan) participated in the conversations.

Direct Assessment
Methods

The three of us took turns (at three different meetings) giving the other two the prompt (and rubric, if it existed) of
one of our essay assignments with three anonymous student essays. And
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B. Rubric used to evaluate the data for the Reasoning Abstractly assessment



Appendix A

Instructions/prompt for the essays

You are to write an argumentative essay of at least 1000 words that has the following

features:

1. A thorough reconstruction in standard argument form (a list of numbered

propositions starting with the premises and ending with the conclusion) of a

critic's argument against a core Christian claim or doctrine), together with an

explanation of the argument; and

2. A defense of this Christian claim or doctrine by means of a counterargument

providing reasons to doubt or deny a premise of the critic's argument (in

standard prose form rather than standard argument form).

Your reconstruction and counter-argument must be in your own words as much as

possible (i.e., don't just employ my (or someone else's) formulation of the arguments).




