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Contact Information
Department of Philosophy
Westmont College
955 La Paz Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

1805" 565#7041
vanderla@westmont.edu

Professional Appointments
Westmont College, Professor 2012 to present
Westmont College, Associate Professor 200642012
Westmont College, Assistant Professor 2000#2006
University of Notre Dame, Instructor 2000

Education
University of Notre Dame
Ph.D. in Philosophy, Jan. 2000

Calvin University
B.A. in Philosophy and Mathematics, May 1993

Areas of Specialization
Metaphysics
Logic
Philosophy of Religion

Areas of Competence
Epistemology
Ancient Philosophy
Medieval Philosophy
Philosophy of Mind

Dissertation
Title: Impossible Worlds
Director: Alvin Plantinga
Research Award

American Philosophical Association’s 2022 Alvin Plantinga Prize,
for the paper “Satisfaction in the End without End,” forthcoming in Oxford
Studies in Philosophy of Religion



Articles and Book Chapters
“What Efficacious Divine Action Need Not Be'!



Book Reviews
Review of Who's Afraid of Relativism? Community, Contingency, and Creaturehood by
James K. A. Smith, Christian Scholar's Review, XLV:4 ISummer 2016".

Review of Rethinking Human Nature: A Christian Alternative to the Soul by Kevin
Corcoran, Faith & Philosophy, 25:3 1July 2008".

Invited Preser_ltation_s
“ldeological Parsimony a



“The Paradox of the End without End,” Pacific Regional Meeting of the Society of
Christian Philosophers, 18 March 2016.

“Is Composition an Intrinsic Relation?” Eastern Regional Meeting of the Society of
Christian Philosophers, 18 March 2011.

“Bodies as Ecosystems,” Eastern Regional Meeting of the Society of Christian
Philosophers, 18 April 2008.

“Evolution and the Fall,” The “Nature” of Belief: Evolutionary Explanation,
Biological Function, and Divine Purpose, Calvin College, 4 Nov. 2005.

“How to Wiggle Out of Purgatory,” Pacific Regional Meeting of the Society of
Christian Philosophers, 26 Feb. 2004.

“Divine Conservation and Persistence through Time,” Paul C. Wilt Phi Kappa Phi
Faculty Lecture, Westmont College, 21 Oct. 2002.

“Persistence and Divine Conservation,” Midwest Regional Meeting of the Society of
Christian Philosophers, Indiana University, 13 Sept. 2002.

“Materialism and Persistence,” panel discussion, “Dust of the Ground or Souls in
Earthly Tents?” Westmont College, 16 Feb. 2002.

“A Regress Argument for Restrictive Incompatibilism,” Pittsburgh Graduate
Philosophy Conference, March 2000.

“Impossible Worlds and the Dependence of Abstracta on God,” Pacific Regional
Meeting of the Society of Christian Philosophers, 31 Jan. 1998.

Classes Taught !at Westmont College unless noted"
Ancient Philosophy
Classical and Non#Classical Logics
Critical Reasoning and Logic g 0.12 0 696.96 cm BT 100 0 0 100 1789.189 lassical Logcal and Non



Selected Professional and Service Activities
« served on the Board of Editorial Consultants of Faith and Philosophy, 2012#present
» was a member of the Mellon Philosophy as a Way of Life Network, 2018#present

« served on the Society of Christian Philosophers PacificiMountain Regional
Committee, 201742019

« helped plan and host 2012 Society of Christian Philosophers Pacific Regional
meeting at Westmont College

« attended the conference Changing Faces: Cultural Competency, Diversity, and
Reconciliation at Trinity Christian College, Sept. 2011

« served as consultant to Russell Howell and James Bradley, editors of Mathematics
through the Eyes of Faith, fall 2010

« served as a referee for the journals below:



