
Alastair Su 
Deane Hall 207 � 955 La Paz Road � Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

Phone: 805-565-6787 � Email: asu@westmont.edu 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Assistant Professor of History, Westmont College, 2021-Present.  

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Stanford University, History, 2021.  

A.B. Harvard University, History, 2014, magna cum laude.  

PUBLICATIONS 

Journal Articles 

2020 “‘The Cause of Human Freedom’: John Quincy Adams and the Problem of Opium in the 
Age of Emancipation,” Journal of the Early Republic, no. 40 (Fall 2020): 465-495. 

 

Book Reviews 

2022 Dael Norwood, Trading Freedom: How Trade with China Defined Early America (Chicago 
and London, 2022, Journal of the Early Republic 42, no. 4 (Winter 2022) 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

Books 

Flowering Gold: American Capital and the Opium War (Yale University Press, forthcoming)  

 

Journal Articles 

“‘
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FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 

2023 Westmont Professional Development Grant. 

2020 Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation/American 
Council of Learned Societies (ACLS). 

2019 
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2018 “‘The Cause of Human Freedom’: John Quincy Adams and the Problem of Opium in the 

Age of Emancipation,” Workshop for the History of Political Thought, Stanford 
University October 4. 

2018 “The Causes of the Great Depression,” Gilder Lehrman Institute, Stanford University, 
July 17. 

2016 “Frontiers, Borders, Membranes,” U.S. History Workshop, Department of History, 
Stanford University, May 18. 

2015 “The Theory of Rational Expectations,” Hoover Institute Workshop for Political 
Economy, Stanford University, June 24. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

California History (Spring 2023), Instructor of Record, Westmont College.  

United States to 1877, (Fall 2022), Instructor of Record, Westmont College 

Christianity and Capitalism in the United States (Fall 2022), Instructor of Record, Westmont 
College 

United States, 1877 to Present (Spring 2022), Instructor of Record, Westmont College. 

The Civil War and Reconstruction (Fall 2021), Instructor of Record, Westmont College. 

United States to 1877 (Fall 2020), Instructor of Record, 




