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TELFORD C. WORK 
Curriculum Vitae (rev. 11/2019) 

 
Department of Religious Studies e-mail: work@westmont.edu 
Westmont College home page: http://www.westmont.edu/~work/ 
955 La Paz Road office: 805-565-6199 
Santa Barbara, CA 93108 fax: 805-565-7101

PRESENT POSITIONS: 
Professor of Theology, Religious Studies, Westmont College, 2012-present. Associate, 2006-12. 
Assistant, 2003-06. Adjunct Assistant, 1999-2002. Chair, 2010-13, 2014-15, 2017-18. 
Scoutmaster, Boy Scout Troop 33, Los Padres Council, Boy Scouts of America, 2016-present. 
Assistant Scoutmaster, 2008-16. Eagle Scout, 1982. 
Volunteer, Montecito Covenant Church, 2004-present. Prison chaplain; occasional preacher; 
Alpha course leader; adult Sunday school



Telford Work CV  11/12/2019 2 of 17 

ACADEMIC HONORS: 
Bruce and Adaline Bare Teacher of the Year Award, Humanities, Westmont College, 2011. 
Faculty Research Award, Westmont College, 2008. 
Evangelical Press Association Higher Goals Award, Critical Review category, to Christianity 
Today for my review of The Green Bible, second place, 2010. 
Christianity Today Book Award, Award of Merit, Christian Living category, for Ain’t Too 
Proud to Beg, 2008. 
Shortlisted Candidate, Michael Ramsey Prize for Theological Writing, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Society for Promotion of Christian Knowledge, for Living and Active, 2005. 
First Prize, “Kilian McDonnell, OSB, at Eighty” essay competition, in ecumenism, for “Gusty 
Winds or a Jet Stream? Charismatics and Orthodox on the Spirit of Tradition,” Institute for 
Ecumenical and Cultural Research/St. John’s School of Theology-Seminary, 2001. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Continuing Faculty, LCC International University, 2015-16. 
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—, Living and Active: Scripture in the Economy of Salvation, Sacra Doctrina: Christian Theology 
in a Postmodern Age vol. 3, gen. ed. Alan G. Padgett (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001). 

—, Unmarried America (Glendale: Barna Research Group Press, 1993). 
—, ed., Works: Journal of the Church and the World (Altadena: 5/1991-5/92, monthly). 
—, www.westmont.edu/~work. Syllabi, publications, presentations, weblog (closed), and FAQ. 

SCHOLARLY ARTICLES (* by invitation): 
(Additional otherwise unpublished articles are posted on my website.) 
“Reading as Atonement,” Christian Scholars Review, forthcoming. 
“Theology in Changing Contexts: Interdisciplinary Theology,” in Stanley Porter and Steve 

Studebaker, eds., Evangelical Theological Method: Five Views (IVP, 2018, 73-92 and 165-
176).* 
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS (* by invitation): 
“Justification by Faith in Europe’s Sixteenth-Century Reformations: an Introduction,” Brigham 

Young University, Provo, UT, 2017, 2018, 2019.* 
“Doktorklub: Writing Jesus, the End and the Beginning,” South Asia Institute for Advanced 

Christian Studies (SAIACS), Bangalore, India, 2016.* 
“Learning in Perspective,” chapel talk delivered at SAIACS, Union Biblical Seminary, and 

Torch-Trinity Graduate University, 2016.* 
“Martha, Mary, and the Problem of Evil,” St. Mary’s Church, Pune, India, 2016.* 
“Servants not Judges: Restoring Doctrines of Scripture and Critical Methods,” Union Biblical 

Seminary, Pune, India, 2016.* 
“Interpreting [Islam] through the Bible,” Union Biblical Seminary, 2016.* 
“How Different Evangelical Perceptions of Islam Reflect Different Doctrines of Scripture,” 

Torch-Trinity Graduate University, Seoul, Korea, 2016.* 
“Hang in There: Psalm 37,” Hallelujah English Ministry, Seoul, Korea, 2016.* 
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“Lord’s Supper: A Pentecostal Account,” Pro Ecclesia annual conference speaker, 2012.* 
“Jesus’ New Relationship with the Holy Spirit, and Ours: How Biblical Spirit-Christology Helps 

Resolve a Chalcedonian Dilemma,” Society of Biblical Literature annual meeting, San 
Francisco, CA, 2011.* 

Response to Jay Sklar and Ben Witherington, Institute for Biblical Research Annual Meeting, 
Atlanta, GA, 2010.* 

“Beyond Narrative: From Recovery to Wholeness in Theological Interpretation,” faculty 
colloquium, Trinity Theological College, Singapore, 2010.* 

“The Work of the Spirit,” guest seminar moderator, with Simon Chan, Trinity Theological 
College, 2010.* 

“Scripture as a Theological Topic,” postgraduate seminar presentation, Trinity Theological 
College, 2010.* 

“Christian Leadership: Apocalyptic Wisdom and Ordinary Wisdom,” seminar leader, Vose 
Seminary, Perth, Western Australia, 2010.* 

“Foundations of Eschatology: Pathology and Treatment,” guest lecture, Vose Seminary, 2010.* 
“Faith Surviving Seminary,” Formation Wednesday chapel and workshop, Vose Seminary, 

2010.* 
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“Nicodemus: Is Required Worship Spiritual?” Westmont Horizon 67 (2/5/2002), 4. 
“Synoptic Star Wars,” Books & Culture 8:2 (March/April 2002), 6-7. 
“January 2002: A Resolution,” Westmont Horizon 67 (1/15/2002), 5. 
“Nicodemus: Premarital Sex Is Not ‘Marriage’,” Westmont Horizon 67 (11/6/2001), 5. 
“Nicodemus: ‘Where is God in All This Suffering?’” Westmont Horizon 67 (10/23/2001), 5. 
“Nicodemus: ‘Is Patriotism Biblical?’” Westmont Horizon 67 (9/25/2001), 4. 
“Nicodemus: Answers to Your Silent Questions,” Westmont Horizon 67 (9/11/2001), 4. 
“Communal Worship and Love: Not an Option,” Westmont Horizon 66 (12/5/2000), 5. 
“Thin Line Between Arts and Entertainment,” Westmont Horizon 66 (12/5/2000), 9. 
“What Is Revival Anyway?” Westmont Horizon 66 (9/19/2000), 4. 
“The Day the Torch Was Dropped,” Ministry Currents (1-3/1994). 
“Is Hearing Believing?” and “Fault Lines: Dividing the Baby Boom Generation,” Ministry 

Currents (10-12/1993). 
“Post-Christian, Indeed,” “Unmarried With Children,” “Civil Wars,” and “Tomorrowland,” 

Ministry Currents (4-6/1993). 



Telford Work CV  11/12/2019 10 of 17



Telford Work CV  11/12/2019 11 of 17 

“You Know the Way,” Baccalaureate speaker, Westmont, 2011. 
“Gran Torino,” co-moderator with Joshua Canada, ReelTalk film series, Westmont, 2011. 
“The Princeton Proposal for Christian Unity,” guest lecture, Ecumenical Theology, Westmont, 

2011. 
Panelist, Monroe Scholarship Competition, Westmont, 2011. 
“Spiritual Warfare,” Emmaus Road workshop, Westmont, 2011. 
“Pornography: A Theological and Practical Account,” Westmont chapel speaker, 2010. 
“Chapel Rant,” Westmont chapel, 2010. 
“College Orienteering,” First-Year Student Retreat, Westmont, 2010. 
“The Lord’s Prayer: Exercises in Prayerful Theology,” adult Sunday School series, Free 

Methodist Church, Santa Barbara, 2010. 
“Educational Excellence as Living Sacrifice,” President’s Scholars Dinner, 2010. 
Speaker, New Faculty Workshop, Westmont, 2010. 
“The Gospel for Adults,” Saddleback Church high school summer camp series, 2010. 
“Service as … What? Vocation and Confession,” internship seminar guest lecture, 2009. 
“Does Christian Faith Obey Spiritual Laws?” Monroe Scholars’ Weekend, Westmont, 2007, 

repeated several times since 2008. 
“The Holy Spirit in the Bible and Everywhere Else,” four-part series, First Presbyterian Church, 

Santa Barbara, 2008, repeated in 2009 and 2012. 
“Spiritual Health from a Great Physician,” Westmont Emmaus Road training speaker, 2008, 

repeated in 2009. 
Third Annual “Pickle Address” Christmas Tree Lighting, Westmont, 2008. 
“The Real Deal? Gnostic Movement(s)” and “The Swiss Reformation,” History of Global 

Christianity guest speaker, 2008. 
“Good Grief,” sermon, Goleta Presbyterian Church, 2008. 
“Does Religion Belong in Politics? Reflections in the Midst of the 2008 Campaign,” with Jesse 

Covington, Westmont Downtown, 2008. 
“The Big Picture: A Three-Week Crash Course on Everything,” sermon series, Calvary Baptist 

Church, Santa Barbara, 2008. 
Inaugural Chapel Prayer, Westmont Chapel, 2008. 
“Under Construction: Westmont’s Honors Experience,” President’s Scholars dinner, Westmont 

Orientation, 2008. 
“Children of Men,” discussion co-leader, Westmont Reel-Talk film series, 2008. 
“Response to F. LeRon Shults, ‘The Emergence of Compassion,’” Westmont, 2008. 
“Bowling Holy,” Westmont Focus Week chapel speaker, 2008. 
“Catholic Worship,” panelist, Westmont, 2008. 
“The Meaning of Christmas,” UCSB Chinese/American Christian Fellowship, 2007. 
“Response to Lisa J. DeBoer, ‘Whose Art? Which Church?’” Paul C. Wilt Phi Kappa Phi Lecture, 

Westmont, 2007. 
“Idea Exchange: Reconsidering Tenure?” Panelist, Westmont, 2007. 
“Nailing Jell-O to the Wall: The Emergent Church Movement,” Westmont Homecoming Mini-

class, Westmont, 2007. 
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“Why Is the Bible Powerful?” Chapel speaker, Santa Barbara Christian School, Santa Barbara 
CA, 2007.
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“The Ultimate Makeover: Jesus the End and the Beginning,” Hope Community Church, Santa 
Barbara, CA, 2005. 

“Responding to Hurricane Katrina,” panelist, “Tuesdays with Morals,” Westmont, 2005. 
“Saved,” discussion co-leader, Westmont Student Orientation, 2005. 
“Faculty Panel,” panelist, Westmont Student Orientation, 2005. 
“You Can Say That Again,” sermon, Montecito Covenant Church, 2005. 
“Sight to the Blind” (adult education four-week series), First Presbyterian Church, Santa Barbara, 

CA, 2005. 
“Evangelicals in the Factory of Scripture,” UCSB Front Porch, 2005. 
“Sex Now and Then: A Discussion of Sex in America, on College Campuses, and in the Roman 

Empire,” “Tuesdays with Morals,” Westmont, 2005. 
“Can God Really Suffer? The Powerful Weakness of the Cross,” Westmont Preview Days guest 



Telford Work CV  11/12/2019 14 of 17 

“Modern Muslim Constancy and Change: A Tip of an Iceberg,” UCSB Front Porch, UCSB, 2004. 
“Evangelicals in the Factory of Scripture,” Westmont College Faculty Exchange, Santa Barbara
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Leaders Training Leaders Training Leaders: The Pastoral Epistles (Montecito Covenant 
Church College Group), 2004-2005. 

The Gospel According to Hollywood (Christian Assembly), Winter-


