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Experience  
 Faculty member, Westmont Colle ge, 2007-present.  
                Associate Professor (2015-present); Assistant Professor (2007-2015) 
 

�x Teaching:  Teaching:  Developed and taught numerous courses successfully as evidenced 
by exemplary ACS standard exam course averages) and positive student evaluations of 
instructor teaching effectiveness: 
o Courses taught:  

�ƒ CHM 4 Chemistry, Culture, & Society 
�ƒ CHM 5 General Chemistry I 
�ƒ CHM 6 General Chemistry II 
�ƒ CHM 104 Advanced Inorganic Chemistry 
�ƒ CHM 113 (BIO 113) Biochemistry 
�ƒ CHM 113L (BIO 113L) Biochemistry Lab 
�ƒ CHM 121 Introductory 



  

�x Service: Served the department & college in several capacities, most notably: 
o Institutional  

�ƒ Chair, Quantitative Literacy ILO assessment team, 2015-16 
�ƒ Chair, Professional Development committee, 2011-12 
�ƒ Secretary, Professional Development committee, 2010 – 11 
�ƒ Member, Faculty Personnel Committee, 2016-present 
�ƒ Member, General Education Committee, 2014-16 
�ƒ Member, Information Literacy ILO Assessment Team, 2014-15 
�ƒ Member, Critical Thinking Assessment Team, 2013-2014 
�ƒ Member, Diversity committee, 2012-13 
�ƒ Member, Economics & Business search committee, 2012 – 14 
�ƒ Member, David K. Winter Servant Leadership Awards Selection Committee, 2013 
�ƒ Member, Library search committee, 2012 
�ƒ Member, Focus day planning committee, 2012 
�ƒ Member, HHMI proposal development and writing committee, 2011 
�ƒ Member, Chemistry department search committees, 2008, 2009, 2010-11, and 2013-15. 
�ƒ Member, Computer Technology Advisory committee, 2008 – 2010 

o Departmental: 
�x Chair, summer 2017-present.  
�x Helped acquire, maintain, & repair departmental instrumentation and other equipment 
�x Invited speakers for departmental and campus-wide symposia 
�x Developed promotional materials and assisted with recruitment efforts 
�x Served as advisor to the Westmont Chemistry Club, fall 2007 – present 
�x Hosted Friday evening dinners for student researchers during the 2008 - 2017 summer 

research seasons 
�x Co-organized departmental chapels, 2007-2010  

o Ad Hoc 
�ƒ Advisor, Westmont College Chemistry Club 2007-present. 
�ƒ Advisor, Westmont College Science & Religion Club, 2015-present. 
�ƒ Panelist, Prospective student Preview Days Panel, 2016 
�ƒ Panelist, Faith Journeys and Turning Points, Westmont College First Year Retreat, 2012  
�ƒ Panelist, Teaching at Westmont session for new faculty orientation, 2011 

 
Visitor , California Institute of Technology, August 2006-2009:  Undertook collaborative 
research in protein engineering.  Past duties also included consulting on the development of 
molecular wires for probing the active sites of the enzymes methyl-CoM reductase, 
cytochrome P450BM3, and lipoxygenases. 

 

Assistant Professor of Chemistr y, Azusa Pacific University, August 2006-May 2007:   
Courses taught:   

o Introductory chemistry 
o Organic and Biochemistry 
o Organic & Biochemistry lab 
 

o Biochemistry I 
o Biochemistry I lab 
o Biochemistry II 
o Biochemistry II lab 

 

Consultant , OhmX Corporation, June 2005- May 2007:  Provided technical expertise related 
to the development of protein biosensors. 

 

Postdoctoral Scholar , California Institute of Technology, June 2001- August, 2006: 
  Bioinorganic and biophysical chemistry research under Prof. Harry B. Gray 

�x Designed & Prepared Ru and Re diimine molecular wires that reversibly and selectively bind copper 
amine oxidases and cytochrome P450cam 

�x Photogenerated topaquinone radicals in copper amine oxidase using Re diimine molecular wires 
�x Three publications and five presentations at professional meetings 
�x Mentored three undergraduate researchers 

 



Consultant , Jet Propulsion Laboratory, July 2005 – June 2006:  Advised Dr. Adrian  
  Ponce and his group on the design of synthetic receptor sites for spore detection. 
 

Research Mentor , California Institute of Technology Freshman Summer Institute Program, 
August - September, 2005: Taught two incoming Caltech freshmen research methods & 
techniques.



�x Proficient with the use and basic maintenance of instruments for NMR, IR, UV-vis, Fluorimetry, ESI-
MS, and AA spectroscopy 

�x Proficient in the use of and basic maintenance of HPLC, GC, and GC-MS instruments 
�x Experienced in the use of CD, EPR, XPS, SEM, 
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21. Samuel, J.; Hurd, A. J.; van Swol, F.; Fink, L.; Douglas, J.; Brinker, C. J.; Contakes, S. 
"Preparation of microporous films with sub-nanometer pores and their characterization using 
stress and FTIR measurements" Mater. Res. Soc. Symp. Proc. 1996, 431, 185-190. 

 

22. Brinker, C. J.;  Wallace, S.; Raman, N. K.;  Sehgal, R.; Samuel, J.; Contakes, S. M. "Sol-gel 
processing of amorphous nanoporous silicas: thin film and bulk" Access Nanoporous Mater., 
[Proc. Symp.] 1995, 123-139. 

 
Scientific  Presentations at Professional Meetings (* denotes undergraduate coauthors)  
 
 

1. Brautigam, B.*; Patterson, E.*; Farnsworth, W.*; McDonald, E.*, Wu, G.; Contakes, S. M. 
“Synthesis and Characterization of N-ferrocenyl isonicotinamide and Its Reaction with Co(salen)” 
12th Southern California Conference for Undergraduate Research, California State University - 
Channel Islands, November 17, 2012. 

 

2. Johnson, G.*; Kuwahara, J.*; Reinstra, A.*; Haas, M.; Sparks, T.*; Grossmann, E.*; Marks, J.*; 
Contakes, S.M.* “Synthesis and Photophysical Characterization of Ruthenium-functionalized 
PAMAM Dendrimers” 12th Southern California Conference for Undergraduate Research, 
California State University - Channel Islands, November 17, 2012.   

3. Haas, M.*; Kuwahara, J.; Contakes, S.M. “Characterization and Separation of Photoactive Ru-
modified Dendrimers” 10th Southern California Conference for Undergraduate Research, 
Pepperidine University, November 20, 2010. 

 

4. Kuwahara, J.*; Haas, M.; Contakes, S.M. “Synthesis of Ruthenium-Modified PAMAM dendrimers” 
10th Southern California Conference for Undergraduate Research, Pepperidine University, 
November 20, 2010. 

 

5. Bernau, L.*; Haas, M.; Contakes, S.M. “Synthesis and Characterization of the Photoactive Ligand 
[Ru(bpy)2(5-pyCONHphen)]2+“ 10th Southern California Conference for Undergraduate Research, 
Pepperidine University, November 20, 2010. 

 

6. Contakes, S. M.; Juda, G.; Halpern-Manners, N.*; Dunn, A. R.; Dooley, D. M.; Gray, H. B.  
“Probing the active site of copper amine oxidase with nanosecond electron tunneling wires” 229th 















Professional References  
 

(1)   Department Chair  Dr. Michael Everest 
      Professor of Chemistry 
      Westmont College 
      955 La Paz Rd. 
      Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

E-mail: meverest@westmont.edu 
Phone: (805) 565-6850 

 Fax: (805) 565-7066 
 
(2)  Departmental Colleagues Dr. Nivaldo J. Tro


	1. CcWCS workshop on Materials Chemistry and Nanotechnology, Southwestern College, San Diego, CA, June 25-30, 2017.
	2. CCCU “Bridging the Two Cultures of Science and Religion” Writing Retreat, Cedar Springs Christian Retreat Center, Sumas, WA, June 20-24, 2017.
	3. Liberal Arts for a Fragile Planet,  Fifteenth Annual Conversation on the Liberal Arts, Gaede Institute, Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA, March 23-25, 2017.
	4. SCIO Visiting Scholar in Science and Religion, Bridging the Two Cultures of Science and the Humanities, Oxford Interdisciplinary Seminar in Science and Religion, 2015-2016.
	5. MOOCing the Liberal Arts? Technology and Relationship in Liberal Arts Education,  Thirteenth Annual Conversation on the Liberal Arts, Gaede Institute, Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA, February 13-15, 2014.

