
 
 

General Education Understanding Society Assessment 

September 14 - September 2015 

In 2014-2015, the General Education Committee facilitated the assessment of the 
Understanding Society GE area.  This GE area includes lower- and upper-division courses 
in Anthropology, Communication Studies, Interdisciplinary/Urban Studies, Economics & 
Business, History, Political Science, and Sociology.  Lower-division Understanding 
Society courses comprise 50% of the area offerings. However, they are offered every 
semester and, thus usually, well-enrolled.  

The assessment efforts were focused on a syllabi review, certification criteria revision, the 
SLO modification and direct assessment of student learning in relation to the area 
outcomes, which at that time were identical with the area certification criteria: Students will 

be able to 

a) identify foundational theories that offer explanations of social, political, economic, 

and/or  cultural phenomena;  

b) apply foundational theories to analyze contemporary problems or controversies; 

c) make personal and social application of various theories—informed by a biblical 

perspective. 

 
Indirect Assessment 

In the fall of 2014, the GE Committee reviewed all 7 syllabi of the Understanding Society 
courses offered that semester.  The syllabus review confirms that the majority of courses 
meet the certification criteria, although only 35% of syllabi followed the collegeôs syllabus 
template.  This shortcoming was addressed at the Social Sciences department chair 
meeting. 

During the fall semester, faculty teaching Understanding Society courses revised the area 
certification criteria and the interpretive statement. When new certification criteria were 
reviewed by the faculty teaching courses certified for this GE area, the syllabus review 
results were the basis for refining the Interpretive Statement and Certification Criteria.  
 
Direct Assessment  

Methods and Tools 

The direct assessment was carried out by a team of faculty teaching Understanding Society 
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category will be eliminated.  All students will be familiarized with the scoring rubric in 
advance and will respond to the following prompt question: Identify TWO theories or 

approaches you would use to analyze the problems presented in the article/material 

according to them. Provide your rationale for using these approaches and then 

thoroughly apply one theory before you apply the second theory.  

3.  The SLO will read:  Students will apply appropriate foundational theories to 

analyze social, political, economic, and/or cultural phenomena.  

4. The faculty will be striving for a higher percentage of students at the ñhighly 
developedò and ñdevelopedò levels and the performance standards for this GE area will 
be tentatively established as follows:  In all the Knowledge category of the rubric, 

75% of students will perform at the “developed” level or better, while in the 

Application category, 70% of students will perform at the “developed” level or better. 

Given that the majority of students the Understanding Society credit are first year and 
sophomore students, these standards may be somewhat ambitious. Consequently, the 
standards shall be reviewed after next several rounds of the Understanding Society 
assessment. 

5. The assessment results prompted a discussion about pedagogies and student 
learning. As the faculty were less satisfied with studentsô abilities to think about social 
theories from the perspective of their faith the  group decided to continue the discussion 
on teaching the integration of faith and learning in the tradition of our Brown Bag 
Conversations. By opening this conversation, we can discuss where and how these 
skills are explicitly taught in the Understanding Society. Following these Brown Bag 
Conversations, the academic departments offering the Understanding Society courses 
will develop and share their internal criteria for evaluating student reflections on theory 
application from a biblical perspective.  Finally, a detailed plan will be set to improve 
student learning in this area.   

Closing the Loop Activities 




